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FOR THi: PRESS 


DEPARTIiEl^T OF STATE 


APRIL 3, 1933 


Section 3 of House Resolution 4330, i7nioh is understood 
to liave passed tlie House this afternoon^ was suggootod "by t'lo 
Department of siato for tlie i)urpose of protecting our diplOf 
matio Oodcs and to riako possible tho JproSccJution of aaiy person 
guilty of tampering with; thoyi. 

The first half of the bill is desired by otnex Dopaxtxaeiits 
to prevent tno sale of dooumonts coming into the possession of 
Oiiployeos of the Government, The bill in effect is an onend^- 
mont to House Res, 11057 which was introduced in the House of 
Represent at ivoG on April 1, 1933, at the instance of other 
Dopartnonts of the Govornnont, 

The bill is in no wise intended as a muzzle or consnrdMp 
of the press. 

Report ITo, 1098 of t-^e House of Roprosentatives, 73d 
Oongroos, 1st Session, contains an oxtrnot of e letter from 
the Soorctary of tno Interior to tic Onilx’aan of the Oommittoe 
on the Judioiary dated liaron 16, 1933; 

"tn 1930 ,/e nfid t lo upfortunnto experience of having ah 
omployeo of tnis dtparti^opt sell for $13,000 to a Vei Yorlc 
newspaper a distort j on of certain rccoj-d'- upon /hich ho had 
boon asked to make a roport to tne Goorcterys As you know, 
the records of tnis depart' lent include transect ions involving 
oil, gas, ladicn natters, oonstruotion contrprts, i,to,, ag- 
grogatinc nany millions of dollars each year, as well as the 
records in a largo nunber of disputes ad;iudicated by tne Land 
Office oaon yoar, some of them involving the TJnitod States as 
a partyj, Public interest requires that such rooords be pro- 
tected, Y^ere is no remedy at present other than dismibral 
of the’ CL'qployoo for sale of such mtorial. This Dili /culd 

corroot that situation, " 
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